CHIEF OF DETECTIVES 


( 


NOTICE 

8.2 


January 17, 2014 


TO: 


All Department Personnel 


FROM: Chief of Detectives 


SUBJECT: DUTY TO PRESERVE AND SAFEGUARD THE PERSONAL PROPERTY OF 
A PERSON TAKEN INTO CUSTODY FOR AN EXAMINATION OF THEIR 
MENTAL HEALTH 


In 2013, the California Legislature passed Senate Bill No. 364, amending Sections 5001, 5008, 
5150, 5151, and 5259.3 of the Welfare and Institutions Code (WIC). It also added Sections 5013 
and 5121 to the WIC, and repealed Sections 5150.3, 5156, and 5157 of the WIC; all relating to 
mental health. The new law changes became effective January 1,2014. 

Pursuant to the amended law, officers are reminded to preserve and safeguard the personal 
property of the person taken into custody: 


5150. (e) At the lime a person is taken into custody for evaluation, or within a reasonable time 
thereafter, unless a responsible relative or the guardian or conservator of the person is in 
possession of the person’s personal property, the person taking him or her into custody shall 
take reasonable precautions to preserve and safeguard the personal property in the possession 
of or on the premises occupied by the person. 

Officers are further reminded to review Department Manual Section 4/260.52 PERSON 
CONFINED IN PSYCHOPATHIC WARD, LOS ANGELES COUNTY - USC MEDICAL 
CENTER - PROPERTY DISPOSITION, for additional procedural insight. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Officer-in-Charge, Detective Support and Vice 
Division, Crisis Response Support Section at (213) 996-1349 or the on duty Mental Evaluation 
Unit watch commander at (213) 996-1300. 
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